St. Thomas More Pastoral Council Meeting
August 13, 2015

The Pastoral Council meeting began at 6:45 p.m.

Members in attendance: Anne Kelly, Beth Deninger, Bill Wise, Father S. Page, Joan Garrity, Katelyn Murhammer, Alex Gudenkauf, Keith Less, Norma Ward, Ron Conner, Traci Wagner, Karly Smith, Greg Duethman, Lou Ann Montgomery

A. Opening Prayer/Sunday’s gospel reading – Norma Ward

B. Minutes from June 4 meeting:  Approved
     
C. Items of Business

· Debt Elimination Campaign Update – Fr. Page, Lou Ann Montgomery

-386 pledge cards returned so far, still need to hear from 600+ families
-$1,173, 376 pledged so far towards goal of $2,100,000
-Debt Elimination Campaign Committee meets Aug. 25th for an update meeting

· Items for New Parish Website

-STM website has recently been updated
-Judy Duncan (“webmaster”) walked us though the new site
-Pastoral Council information is listed under “Contact Us”
-Will post monthly pastoral council minutes on the website
-Will put at the bottom of the minutes – “These minutes are pending approval at the next pastoral council meeting.”

· Planning for the Future
-Rich Curran visit will take place on 11/8/15 – develop strategic plan to help new and old parish “gel”
-Father Page would like pastoral council members and commission members to be present
-We should invite everyone on our respective commissions to attend
-Event will likely take place from 1:00-5:00 p.m. that day

· Constitution – Bill Wise, Ron Conner, Norma Ward

-The group has a draft, but not finished yet.  Need to look at the draft from the diocese and combine the two drafts.
-The group will be meeting soon and will report back at a future meeting

· Bylaws – Lou Ann Montgomery, Joan Garrity
   
      -Bylaws will be revised based on finished Constitution
      -If anyone wants to join this group, let Joan or Lou Ann know

D. Reports 

· Arts and Environment – Father Page has asked this group to update the gathering space document to reflect the small space available and how signs are used/posted in this small space.  They will then send this update to the different commissions as a reminder on how to use the space for posting about their different events.

· Regina Board of Education – Anne Kelly, Janan Rustan, Jim Nepola

Regina August Update

· BOE heal annual planning session in July. Focus on Strategic Plan for center.
· Foundation 2014-2015 Annual Appeal total was $425K
· As of July, 845 students registered for fall. Kindergarten class at 67 students. 
· Admissions Department setting up several “shadow” days for prospective students to visit Regina for a school day. 
· School starts Aug 24th


Respectfully submitted.
Anne Kelly & Janan Rustan
August 13, 2015


· Religious Education – Joan Garrity

-Religious education classes start the week of Sept. 20
-Catechists will be recognized at Catechist Sunday the weekend before.
-Looking for an adult to monitor the upstairs door during each RE session excluding Sundays.  Felt necessary to ensure safety of students and to monitor comings and goings of the students.




· Finance Council – Patrick Tierney

· Starting to make plans for basement with the debt elimination funds that have already come in.
· Reforming basement committee
· Having discussion on Lee Gullickson’s role as he moves into retirement; will probably split current role into two jobs.

· Church Life/Family Life – Traci Wagner, Beth Deninger, Greg Duethman

· Church Directory – Have about 300 families so far signed up to get their pictures taken with another dozen or so who have inquired about submitting a picture.  Need to get many more signed up to reach goal of having picture of each of the 1,000 registered households.  Please encourage fellow parishioners to get their picture taken.  Looking for a pastoral council member who would be willing to do a recording for an “all call” to remind parishioners to sign up.  Also still looking for volunteers to sign up to be greeters at the sessions.  There is a Sign Up Genius link in the bulletin.

· Social Justice – Lou Ann Montgomery, Karla Smith


[bookmark: _MON_1501389067]                                  

· Worship and Spirituality – Karla Smith, Norma Ward

· Discussed possibility of a nursery option for helping families of young ones who would like this.  Would probably require hiring someone to staff.  Also discussed having a receiver system for those who have trouble hearing during the masses.   STM has a receiver system and need to make it compatible with the sound system.  Also discussed may need a survey for young families about their needs during mass.

· Evangelization and Stewardship – Bill Wise, Joan Garrity, Chad Triplett, Ron Conner

· Did not meet this month

· Youth Ministry – Michelle Montgomery

· Several youth recently returned from service trip to David, Kentucky
· Two openings available for youth to attend NCYC in November

E. Next meeting – Thursday, September 10 at 6:45 p.m.

Volunteer for prayers at next meeting – Karla Smith

F. Closing Prayer – Norma Ward

[bookmark: _GoBack]These minutes are pending approval at the next pastoral council meeting.
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Religious Education Report to Pastoral Council

August 2015





Religious education classes will begin the week of September 20. Our catechists will be recognized at weekend Masses on that weekend for Catechist Sunday.



We are looking for catechists! We have need of lead catechists or pairs of co-catechists for Wednesday evenings for 6th and 7th grades; assistant catechists for Wednesdays, k-5; and we need 4th grade catechists for Mondays and Wednesdays.



For all but the Sunday morning class times, we are also looking for one volunteer for each session who will monitor the main floor area. These volunteers will be aware of who might be coming and going through the front doors, the comings and goings of the children leaving class to use the restroom, and generally be a firm, fair and consistent adult presence. 



We’re looking forward to a wonderful year for both our kids and their catechists!





Joan Garrity

Religious Education Coordinator

St. Thomas More Church
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STM Social Justice Commission Meeting Minutes – 8/2/15

Attendees:  (STM):  LouAnn Montgomery, Lee Mickey, Marion Johnson, Barry Buschelman, Andy Knoedel, Mark Ray; (Center for Worker Justice (CWJ) of Eastern Iowa):  Misty Rebik, Sergio Irund A-wan

Greetings - ALL

Opening Prayer – Mark Ray

Introductions - ALL

Presentation by Center for Worker Justice of Eastern Iowa – Misty Rebik, Sergio Irund A-wan

Three primary topics were discussed:  

1. Community ID card

2. Wage Theft (Recovery of Unpaid Wages)

3. Proposal to Raise Minimum Wage

Community ID Card

· Background – surveys were done with > 250 immigrants who were not comfortable in their interactions with various constituents including day care centers, schools, health care facilities, law enforcement.  Individuals were also finding it difficult/expensive to find affordable housing. 

· There are currently barriers in place for those who cannot get a state issued ID

· Center for Worker Justice (which was formed in November 2012) sought feedback from local mayors and elected officials to help find workable solution

· Feedback also sought from law enforcement revealing that immigrants often do not share information mostly of out fear for not having proper documentation

· There is a need for some type of identification that would allow individuals the ability to do basic tasks such as open a bank account, get a library card, rent an apartment, volunteer at school, etc. as well as to identify themselves in interactions with constituents noted above

· In addition to meeting needs above it also provides a sense of community and inclusiveness

· Johnson County Community ID program established – over 400 ID’s issued so far; 150 on 1st day

· Informational pamphlets were provided that summarize additional information including background, how the ID can be used, how to apply & obtain, how much it will cost (adult - $8, children - $4), and the security features of the ID (fraud prevention).

· Similar programs exist elsewhere in Country with nuances who issues (gov’t vs. not for profit)

· It was stressed that this ID card cannot be used to get a driver’s license or to vote.  It also does not take the place of the process of working towards citizenship. 

· Multiple local businesses are recognizing and promoting the ID card.  Many of these are also offering discount programs when they are used 

· All were encouraged to learn more and to apply for ID 

· Additional information (flyers, posters) were left for distribution to our parish

Wage Theft (Recovery of Unpaid Wages)

· Multiple challenges exist with workers who are not being paid for all work performed or who are not paid timely 

· Often challenges with day laborers sitting idle (and unpaid for this time) and/or not being able to have any certainty in schedules (day to day, week to week)

· One example was highlighted in meeting  concerning an individual who sought to be compensated for 49 days of unpaid wages from Outback (Coralville); coordination with Department of Labor (DOL) often ineffective

· Over past 1 ½ years there has been a total of over $20K in recovered wages 

Proposal to Raise Minimum Wage

· Nationally/Internationally there is a movement gaining momentum to raise the minimum “living” wage to $15 per hour

· This higher living wage would enable a higher standard of living

· Currently minimum wage is $7.25 ($4.35 for jobs where tipping occurs)

· Other proposals could raise the minimum wage in a more measured approach over time

· Any proposal should have cost of living adjustments (COLA’s) and be indexed with inflation

· Postcards were distributed that could be completed/returned to the Johnson County Board of Supervisors voicing support for current first step efforts to raise minimum wage to $10.10 per hour by January 2017 (with COLA’s)

· There is a Public Forum on the County Wide Ordinance to Raise the Minimum Wage on Wednesday, 8/12 from 6-8 PM.  This will occur at the Johnson County Health & Human Services Building, Room 203 B&C, 855 S. Dubuque St. in Iowa City

Question was raised about Affordable Housing.  CWJ coordinates and supports its partnership with the Affordable Housing Coalition to address these important needs.

Social Justice Commission Members had opportunity to sign up to receive more information (email alerts, brochures) from CWJ

Other Notes on Center for Worker Justice (CWJ)

· Grassroots organization based in Iowa City, IA

· Coordinates with other organizations (e.g. Interfaith Worker Justice)

· Board and Leadership members are representative (through demographics and experience) of individuals they are trying to assist 

· There are currently 36 affiliated organizations that financially support the mission of CWJ 

· CWJ often come to speak at religious affiliated organizations

Closing Remarks – ALL (thanks by the CWJ for the ability to present topics)

Meeting Adjourned


